
1. CONNECTIONS
Does the scheme integrate into its surroundings by reinforcing 
existing connections and creating new ones, whilst also respecting 
existing buildings and land uses around the development site?

Due to the current junction arrangement onto Wooda Road and 
the narrow nature of Pitt Hill likely being insufficient to serve a 
redevelopment of the land, the site provides a suitable new 
junction onto Wooda Road further east, linking back into Pitt Hill 
to the north. A section of Pitt Hill is proposed to be downgraded to 
a cycle/pedestrian route only, ensuring the existing landscape 
character of Pitt Hill is maintained. 
A pedestrian link along the southern boundary connects the 
existing highway network to the west to the existing PRoW to the 
east. Both of these routes lead north to Appledore, and south to 
further afield. Additional pedestrian links in, through and out of 
the site are proposed in the northwest corner, along the northern 
edge, and onto Wooda Road - one closely located to the PRoW 
that leads south to the coastal path to Bideford.
The site proposes residential uses with associated public open 
space which compliment and are generally commensurate with 
the surrounding area.
Existing residential properties along Wooda Road have been 
sensitively considered in relation to the siting and scale of 
properties in close proximity, notably to the SE corner where they 
abut the site boundary.

2. FACILITIES AND SERVICES
Does the development provide (or is it close to) community 
facilities, such as shops, schools, workplaces parks, play areas, 
pubs or cafes?

The site is well linked to local services and facilities, adjacent the 
local football club and within a 5 minute walk of the local primary 
school. Main high street services, places for work and worship, 
play areas and all other local facilities are all within a 10 minute 
walk from the site.
The site is situated on a main bus route into Appledore and out to 
further afield such as Barnstaple. 
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3. PUBLIC TRANSPORT
Does the scheme have good access to public transport to help 
reduce car dependency?

Bus stop locations are within a 2 minute walk of the site and 
provide a direct route into Appledore or to further afield.
New pedestrian links are proposed to link to the existing PRoW to 
the east and to Churchill Way to the west where bus stops are 
located, both of which lead north into Appledore. The link to the 
west also gives a direct link towards Northam.
Discussions with DCC have identified a preference for highway 
contributions to improve the existing network as opposed to 
reducing car dependency.

4. MEETING LOCAL HOUSING REQUIREMENTS

Does the development have a mix of housing types and tenures 
that suit local requirements?

The scheme is anticipated to deliver a broad mix of dwellings from 
1 bedroom apartments, 2 and 3 bedroom bungalows and 2, 3 and 
4 bedroom houses, of open market and affordable tenures. The 
specific split and mix is subject to detailed discussions with the 
local authority. 
The design of the affordable housing will be completely tenure 
blind to ensure integration and no segregation. 

5. CHARACTER
Does the scheme create a place with a locally inspired or 
otherwise distinctive character?

The proposals are inspired by Appledore, reflecting a mix of a tight 
linear urban grain of repetitive narrow terraced cottages along the 
existing streets and tertiary side streets, and a looser grain, of a more 
detached and casual built form to routes such as Pitt Hill. The 
retention and utilisation of the existing vegetation into the scheme 
maintains the strong landscape character for the site, enhanced by 
the green tree-lined corridors providing movement routes for 
pedestrians.
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A traditional landscape design will work well to compliment the 
character and setting of the site. The large green space forms a key 
space and movement corridor.
Buildings will reflect the traditional architecture of Appledore. 
Coloured renders will predominate, sat on a strong black plinth; grey 
roofs, occasionally contrasted by the odd red ridge; red brick 
chimneys; sash-style windows with surrounds or painted concrete or 
stone cills; some stone facades with red brick detailing. Grandeur is 
afforded to the larger buildings with little detailing to the smaller 
properties. The building architecture creates a pattern of rhythm to 
the existing streets and proposed tertiary streets and a less formal, 
individual approach to the streets such as Pitt Hill.
Streets will be proposed in tarmac with contrasting hard surfacing to 
define the public/private edges.

6. WORKING WITH THE SITE AND ITS CONTEXT
Does the scheme take advantage of existing topography, 
landscape features (including water courses), wildlife habitats, 
existing buildings, site orientation and microclimates?

The existing tree grouping to the SE corner is protected and thus 
retained. All existing boundary hedgerows are also proposed to be 
retained (aside from short section removal for connectivity) 
regardless of quality. This helps maintain the landscape character-
particularly of Pitt Hill - and the segmented development 
approach bound by historic field boundaries common to the area. 
Enhancement of some existing hedgerows may be required. Their 
retention along with new landscaping aids in providing suitable 
areas for protecting and enhancing wildlife habitats.
The existing hedgerows are fronted onto by properties in most 
instances, providing a natural rural outlook for the proposed 
dwellings.
In the east of the site, an existing watercourse runs north-south 
through the site and is proposed to be diverted and kept open as a 
swale feature such as a rain garden. 
Although the sloping topography is not overly challenging, it does 
provide views in and out and in particular an opportunity to align a 
route where the existing tight bend on Pitt Hill - where cars will 
divert into the site – for cars and pedestrians being afforded a 
long distance view south toward the River Torridge. 
The properties along the southern edge of the site will be afforded 
views toward the River Torridge at first floor level over the tops of 
the existing properties to the south of the site.
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7. CREATING WELL DEFINED STREETS AND SPACES
Are buildings designed and positioned with landscaping to define 
and enhance streets and spaces and are buildings designed to 
turn street corners well?

A perimeter block form is proposed to provide clear fronts and 
backs separating public and private areas and ensuring all streets, 
spaces and routes are framed and overlooked. A mix of corner 
turning housetypes and gable ends with secondary windows 
/features are proposed to corners. Key landmark buildings are 
proposed at intersections and to form end of street vistas through 
a change in scale or contrasting architectural detailing and/or 
enclosure. Larger premium houses are proposed overlooking the 
key green space and lining the newly proposed Pitt Hill alignment, 
reflecting the street character to the north.
The scheme has a fully integrated landscape structure to routes 
and block edges such as hedges forming the Pitt Hill street 
realignment and strong linear tree-lining of the green corridors.
Feature buildings are placed to assist legibility and the creation of 
points of reference to guide people through the development, as 
well as to turn corners.

8. EASY TO FIND YOUR WAY AROUND
Is the scheme designed to make it easy to find your way around?

The masterplan has been designed to create easy to understand 
and legible routes, waypoints and connections. Streets are direct 
and well defined by building alignments. There is a clear hierarchy 
of streets varying in width, character, enclosure, building and role.
Key landmark buildings are proposed at intersections and to form 
end of street vistas through a change in scale or contrasting 
architectural detailing and/or enclosure.
Green corridors have been proposed running east-west and north-
south providing direct and legible routes for pedestrians moving 
in, through and out of the development. The east-west route links 
Churchill Way through to the retained tree cluster which forms 
part of the open space/play area proposals. The north-south route 
utilises a long distance view to the south over existing properties 
and toward the River Torridge, whilst linking back into the east-
west route. All routes are combined with naturalistic play features 
and way finder signage is proposed at key intersections.
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9. STREETS FOR ALL
Are streets designed in a way that encourage low traffic speeds 
and  allow them to function as social spaces?

There is a clear hierarchy of streets varying in width, character, 
enclosure, building and role. Variations in surfacing material 
contrast to define the public and private spaces and to accord with 
current DCC standards are proposed. The routes have been 
designed to naturally follow the existing topography where 
appropriate, link to existing streets and to provide a potential 
future link.
Street lengths are short before narrowing's or bends aid in 
reducing traffic speeds. Good provision of allocated and visitor 
parking avoids streets being littered with cars, preventing their 
use as a street for all.
Timber cycle gates and bollards are proposed to convert part of 
the existing Pitt Hill into a cycle/pedestrian only route.
Integrated landscaping, street furniture - such as areas for seating 
- and small informal feature spaces are designed to create interest 
and informal social activity. Where appropriate, routes contain 
natural horizontal deflection to assist further.

10. CAR PARKING
Is resident and visitor parking sufficient and well-integrated so 
that it does not dominate the street?

Parking standards will accord with DCC requirements, inclusive of 
visitor parking; subject to further detailed design. A mixture of 
parking strategies is proposed with the majority where residents 
can see their car with parking closely associated to the property it 
serves. Where parking is to the fronts, landscaping of heights is 
used to help limit continuous lengths of cars. When overlooking is 
limited in courtyards, these small areas are securely gated. 
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11. PUBLIC & PRIVATE SPACE
Will public and private spaces be clearly defined and designed to 
be attractive, well managed and safe?

A perimeter block form is proposed to provide clear fronts and backs 
separating public and private areas and ensuring all streets, spaces and 
routes are framed and overlooked. All adoptable routes will be 
adequately lit. Where front gardens are enclosed, a mix of native 
hedgerow, low stone walling or low render walling with railings above 
are proposed to provide suitable enclosures to the more important 
streets and buildings. Tertiary side streets will have none at all.
Areas of green space, all of which will be managed by a management 
company, provide for a variety of activities. Private rear garden spaces to 
dwellings will contain high boundary walls and fences with secure access 
gates making them safe and secure.

12. EXTERNAL STORAGE AND AMENITY SPACE
Is there adequate external storage space for bins and recycling, 
as well as vehicles and cycles?

Storage space for waste and recycling bins will be provided within 
the rear garden of each property or in a communal bin store for 
apartments.
Rear access with paths of 900mm wide will be provided for ease 
of movement of the bins to collection areas and routes are kept 
short wherever possible. 
Cycle storage will be within garages and for those without 
garages, lockable sheds/cycle stores will be provided. 
All garages and parking spaces will meet the standards set out by 
DCC.
All houses are provided with good sized private amenity areas and 
the apartments have a small area of communal green space, but 
are located adjacent the key east-west green corridor.
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